
FOIA Fee Categories and Fees 
 

Fee Categories 
 

1. Educational and Scientific: Any accredited U.S. educational or research institution or 

instructor/researcher of such an institution using the information in a scholarly or analytical work 

contributing to public knowledge and disseminated to the public. 

 

2. Commercial: Increases the commercial interest of the requester -- for example, book 

publishers and authors. 

 

3. U.S. News Media: Representatives of U.S. newspapers, television stations, radio stations, and 

freelancers (if publishing through one of these news organizations) disseminating current events 

of interest to the public to enhance its understanding of the operation or activities of the U.S. 

Government. 

 

4. All Others: Requests from individuals who do not fit into the previous three categories. 

 

Fees 
 

The FOIA allows collection of the following fees: 

 

- Searches: Time spent in looking for and retrieving products, either paper or electronic files, that 

may be responsive to the request, including personnel hours (clerical and professional) or 

computer time. 

 

- Reviews: Time spent to determine if the record is releasable under legal guidelines, excluding 

the resolution of legal or policy issues. This includes blacking out or redaction of text. 

 

- Reproduction: Generating a copy of a requested record in the appropriate medium, for example 

paper or computer disk. 

 

Category 
 

- Educational, Scientific, and News Media 

Search cost is waived and the first 100 pages of reproduction are free, and 15 cents per page after 

that. 

 

- Commercial and All Others 
 

Clerical: 

$20 per hr. 

 

Professional: 

$44 per hr. 

 

Executive: 

$75 per hr. 

 


